November 14, 2024

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker of the House The Honorable Chuck Schumer
United States House of Representatives Senate Majority Leader
Washington, D.C. 20515 United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries

House Minority Leader The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States House of Representatives Senate Minority Leader
Washington, D.C. 20515 United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson, House Minority Leader Jeffries, Majority Leader Schumer, and Senate
Minority Leader McConnell:

On behalf of the nearly 500 undersigned organizations, inclusive of patient advocacy
organizations, health care providers and health systems, genetic counselors, and genetic
counseling graduate programs, we urge Congress to include, in an end-of-year legislative
package, legislation that would recognize genetic counselors as providers in the Medicare
program, thereby increasing access to critical genetic counseling services. S. 2323/H.R. 3876, the
Access to Genetic Counselor Services Act, takes a measured approach to modernize Medicare to
catch up with the innovation of genetics and genomic medicine.

Genetic counselors are healthcare professionals with specialized graduate degrees in medical
genetics and counseling, a profession that emerged in the early 1970s as genetics became better
understood and diagnostic options expanded. They play a critical role in the healthcare system by
partnering with patients and providers across various disciplines. Particularly vital for Medicare
beneficiaries with cancer, cardiovascular disease, renal and neurological disorders, genetic
counselors help patients navigate genetic testing options and facilitate communication among
healthcare providers managing genetic health issues.' Ultimately, they empower both patients
and providers to make informed decisions.

To ensure that the promise of genetic medicine is fully realized, public policy must support the
integration of genetic counselors into the healthcare system, starting with the Medicare program.
Many commercial health plans already cover and reimburse genetic counselors, as research
shows that their involvement leads to improved outcomes in both quality and cost. Currently,
Medicare reimburses genetic counseling when provided by other Medicare practitioners. By
recognizing genetic counselors as practitioners, Medicare could potentially save billions through
the appropriate utilization of genomic testing.” This legislation will enable the Medicare program
to reimburse genetic counselors directly, thereby improving everyone's access to their services.

! Precision Medicine Hinges On Access To Genetic Counselors | Health Affairs

2 Genetic Counselors Save Costs Across the Genetic Testing Spectrum



https://www.ajmc.com/view/genetic-counselors-save-costs-across-the-genetic-testing-spectrum
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/precision-medicine-hinges-access-genetic-counselors

Enacting federal legislation to recognize genetic counselors as Medicare providers is essential to
guarantee beneficiaries access to high-quality genetic services. We look forward to working with
you to ensure that our nation’s genetic counselors are acknowledged as integral practitioners of
the healthcare system, allowing patients to access their expertise.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Academic Medical Center

Columbia University Irving Medical Center
City of Hope National Medical Center
Columbia University Irving Medical Center
Department of Human Genetics, Emory
University

Emory School of Medicine

Johns Hopkins Medicine

Kennedy Krieger Institute

Long Island University Post

MD Anderson Cancer Center Cooper

The University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center UTHealth Houston Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences

University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences, Department of Genetic Counseling
University of Buffalo

University of lowa

University of Maryland School of Medicine
University of Utah Health

Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Weill Cornell Medicine

Yale University, School of Medicine

Clinician Group

ACT Genetics PLLC

American Society for Reproductive
Medicine

Arizona Genetics Alliance

Cancer Partners of Nebraska
CARTI

Chicago Genetic Consultants, LL.C
Compass Oncology

Division of Genetics, Department of
Pediatrics. UCSD

Florida Association of Genetic Counselors
Genetic Support Foundation

Genome Medical

GeriatRx

Greenwood Genetic Center

Grow Therapy

HealthyGene

Human Genetics Association of New Jersey
Invision Sally Jobe / Radiology Imaging
Associates

Jscreen

Kaiona Counseling

Maryland oncology hematology

Medical Students for Choice

Minnesota Oncology

MKGenetix

National Association of Nurse Practitioners
in Women's Health

Nebraska Hematology-Oncology

North Carolina Medical Genetics
Association

Northern Nevada Genetic Counseling
Organization of Teratology Information
Specialists

Orlando Health Cancer Institute

Pallister Genetics

Pregnancy Specialty Center of Texas

Self Employed

The US Oncology Network

Virginia Cancer Specialists

Virginia Chapter of the American College of
Cardiology

Watershed DNA



Graduate Program

Bay Path University

Boston University

Emory University

Long Island University Post

MGH Institute of Health Professions
Northwestern University

Sarah Lawerence College
University of North Carolina Greensboro
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida

Wake Forest University

Xavier University of Louisiana

Health System/Hospital

Baystate Health

Blank Children's Hospital - UnityPoint
Health

Children's Healthcare of Atlanta Cardiology
CARTI

Genetic Support Foundation

GO2 for Lung Cancer

Good Samaritan hospital

Grady Health System

Lewis Cancer & Research Pavilion
Mass General Brigham

Mercy Health

Memorial Health University

NYC Health+Hospitals Metropolitan
Piedmont Healthcare

Seattle Children's Hospital

Shodair Children’s Hospital

Sutter Health

UnityPoint Health

UnityPoint Health- John Stoddard Cancer
Center

UPMC Hillman Cancer Center
Winchester Hospital

Industry
Alexion, AstraZeneca Rare Disease

Color Health
Coriell Life Sciences

Exact Sciences

Genescreen

Genomenon

IVIRMA

Labcorp

Monica Weldon Consulting LLC
MyOme

Natera

National Society of Genetic Counselors
Nest Genomics

Olivia’s Light, Inc
Quest Diagnostics
Relevant Genetics, LLC
Sanofi

Statmetrics LLC
xCures

Patient Group

AliveandKick'n

ALS Association

American Kidney Fund
Association for Creatine Deficiencies
Avery's Hope

BRCA Responder

Cancer Resource Foundation,
Cancerl Source

CHops Syndrome GLobal
Choroideremia Research Foundation
Coalition to Cure CHD2
Colon Cancer Coalition
Colorectal Cancer Alliance
COMBINEDBrain
CSNK2A1 Foundation
CSNK2B Foundation
CTNNBI Connect and Cure
Cure CMD

CURE GABA-A

Cure GM1 Foundation

Cure VCP Disease
CureGRIN Foundation

DCM Foundation

Down Syndrome Association of Central

Ohio

Down Syndrome Association of Northeast

Ohio



ElevateDD

EveryLife Foundation for Rare Diseases
Fight Colorectal Cancer

Flok Health

FOD Family Support Group
Foundation for Angelman Syndrome
Therapeutics

GABA-A Alliance

Georgia Center for Oncology Research and
Education (Georgia CORE)

GI Cancers Alliance

HCU Network America

ICAN, International Cancer Advocacy
Network

Immune Deficiency Foundation
Jacqueline Rush Foundation

Kabuki Syndrome Foundation

KCNQ?2 Cure Alliance

Les Turner ALS Foundation

Li Fraumeni Syndrome Association.org
Malan Syndrome Foundation

Muscular Dystrophy Association
National Organization for Rare Disorders
No Stomach For Cancer

NW Rare Disease Coalition

Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy
Personalized Medicine Coalition
Project Alive

Raymond Foundation

Remember the Girls

RUNXI1 Research Program (RRP)
SATB2 Gene Foundation

Sharsheret

STXBP1 Foundation

Susan G. Komen

SynGAP Research Fund, dba Curesyngap1
Tatton Brown Rahman Syndrome (TBRS)
Community

TESS Research Foundation

The Ehlers-Danlos Society

United Leukodystrophy Foundation
United MSD Foundation

Genetic Counselors (inclusive of students
and assistants signing in their individual

capacity)

Kathy Morris - Albuquerque, NM
Frances Richardson - Albuquerque, NM
Robert Pilarski - Aliso Viejo, CA
Patricia Arscott - Ann Arbor, MI
Emma Herlache - Appleton, WI
Heather Mandich - Appleton, WI
Anna A. Essendrup - Arvada, CO
Yue Guan - Atlanta, GA

Linda Mills Knight - Atlanta, GA
Chistine Tallo - Atlanta, GA

Amy Ekwurtzel - Atlanta, GA
Hannah Hall - Atlanta, GA

Timothy Hakim - Atlanta, GA
Lauren Lichten - Atlanta, GA

Jamie Paysour - Atlanta, GA
Mallika Venkatramani - Atlanta, GA
Janette Leigh diMonda - Atlanta, GA
Taylor Isaacson - Atlanta, GA
Makenna May - Atlanta, GA
Amanda Colton - Austin, TX

Alexis Heidlebaugh - Baltimore, MD
Alyssa Blesson - Baltimore, MD
Stephanie Ashley - Baltimore, MD
Ria Datwani - Baltimore, MD
Patrick Semesky - Baltimore, MD
Katharine Bisordi - Baltimore, MD
Stephanie Riley - Baltimore, MD
Ashley Fannon - Baltimore, MD
Christina Pool - Bangor, ME

Lisa Demers - Bedford, NH

Fallon Brewer - Birmingham, AL
Beth Sheidley — Boston, MA

Philip Connors - Boston, MA

Sage McClure - Boston, MA
Barbara Batista - Boston, MA
Trisha Multhaupt - Boston, MA
Melany Cruz - Boston, MA
Elizabeth Sangiorgi - Boston, MA
Caitlin Finn - Boston, MA
Elizabeth Coffran - Boston, MA
Jessica McKain Jonas - Boston, MA
Rachel Gottlieb — Boston, MA



Maggie Alter - Boston, MA

Kira Dies - Boston, MA

Victoria Morris - Boston, MA
Jessica Douglas - Boston, MA
Kristen Shannon - Boston, MA
Emily Miller - Boston, MA
Courtney Gwynne - Boston, MA
Carly Grant - Boston, MA

Erica Lynn Blouch - Boston, MA
Gayun Chan - Smutko - Boston, MA
Linda H Rodgers - Fouche - Boston, MA
Anuradha Chittenden - Boston, MA
Lauren Briere - Boston, MA

Ann Seman - Boston, MA

Meredith Seidel - Boston, MA
Quinn Murphy - Boston, MA

Stacey Liberman - Boston, MA
Elise Bergin - Boston, MA

Margaret Emmet - Boston, MA

Kim DeLeonardis - Boston, MA
Nikkola Carmichael - Boston, MA
Devanshi Patel - Boston, MA

Leah Cross - Boston, MA

Peter Raffalli - Boston, MA

Jaclyn Schienda Whitworth - Boston, MA
Eduardo Jose Saleta - Boston, MA
Chelsea Mandigo - Boston, MA
Kiera Klopfenstein - Boston, MA
Sayyed Amin Zarkesh Esfahani -
Burlingame, CA

Taylor Ireland Gray - Charleston, SC
Madison Young - Charleston, SC
Alexandra Singleton - Charleston, SC
Naomi Barker - Charleston,SC
Alesha Hicks - Charlotte, NC
Amanda Allred - Chicago, IL

Cara Barnett - Chicago, IL

Erica Sturm - Chicago, IL

Melanie Myers - Cincinnati, OH
Carrie Atzinger - Cincinnati, OH
Nichole R Smith - Cincinnati, OH
Sayaka Hashimoto - Cincinnati, OH
Sarah Chadwell - Cincinnati, OH
Emily Quinn - Claremont, CA
Pamela Brock, MS, CGC - Columbus, OH
Matthew Pastore - Columbus, OH

Sara Pirzadeh - Miller - Dallas, TX
Kristine B. Courtney - Dallas, TX
Trisha Nichols - Dallas, TX

Cameron Hayes - Danville, PA
Marlise Combe - Pierce - Denver, CO
Rebeca Venezie - Denver, CO
Isabella Holland - Des Moines, 1A
Brooke Mainville - Detroit, MI

Mary Nyhuis - Detroit, MI

Melissa Ann Hicks - Detroit, MI
Emily Oppman - Edgewood, KY
Amanda Schmader - Egg Harbor Twp, NJ
Heather Kamen - Elk Grove, CA
Claire Shepherd - Elk Grove, CA
Madeline Berkvam - Evanston, IL
Amy Thomas - Fort Worth, TX

Erin Ayash - Fremont, CA

Leslie Cohen - Gaithersburg, MD
Kim Brussow - Gilbert, AZ

Julianne Michael, MS, LCGC - Grand
Rapids, MI

Elizabeth Smith - Great Falls, MT
Kimberly Koze D'Amico - Hershey, PA
Chandra Somerman - Hershey, PA
Nina Buccafuri - Hershey, PA
Alexander Petterson - Hershey, PA
Corinne Leighty - Hershey, PA

Maria J. Baker - Hershey, PA

Mary Freivogel - Highlands Ranch, CO
Daniel Riconda - Houston, TX
Sandra Darilek - Houston, TX
Hannah Lilligren - Houston, TX
Jacquelyn Mahder - Houston, TX
Haley Streff - Houston, TX
Jacquelyn Mahder - Houston, TX
Hannah Lilligren - Houston, TX
Lauren Frank - Indianapolis, IN
Courtney Eddy - Indianapolis, IN
Colleen A Campbell - Iowa City, IA
Mary-Kayt Jones - lowa City, IA
Kendra Schaa - Iowa City, A

Laura Duncan - Jacksonville, FL.
Courtney Berrios - Kansas City, MO
Lauren Bartik - Kansas City, MO
Erin Campbell - Knoxville, TN
Justine Pickarski - Lexington, KY



Jennifer Campbell - Little Rock
Chelna Galada - Little Rock, AR
Destiny Cato - Little Rock, AR
Alexandrea Wadley - Little Rock, AR
Akash Anand - Los Angeles. CA
Chauntiera Cook - Los Angeles, CA
Kelly Jackson - Louisville, KY
Ashley Kuhl - Madison, WI

Rachel Westman - Douglas - Meridian, ID
Emma Snavely - Midland, MI

Amy Donahue - Milwaukee, WI
Heewon Lee - Minneapolis, MN

Joan Kornkven - Minneapolis, MN
Anna Leininger - Minneapolis, MN
Katherine Schroepfer - Minneapolis, MN
Jessica Heinzmann - Morristown NJ
Kyle Davis - Nashville, TN

Kylie Katz - New Brunswick, NJ
Sherry Grumet - New Brunswick, NJ
Christina Botti - New Brunswick, NJ
Kaitlyn O'Connor - New Brunswick, NJ
Alix D'Angelo - New Orleans, LA
Katherine Bergstrom - New York, NY
Charlotte Close - New York City, NY
Shenela Lakhani - New York City, NY
Joanna Lynn Urli - New York , NY
Jessica Giordano - New York, NY
Katherine Foudy - New York, NY
Bree Martin - New York, NY

Elise Fiala - New York, NY

Brenna Boyd - New York, NY
Michelle Florido - New York, NY
Nora Nesheiwat - New York, NY
Dhriti Jagannathan - New York, NY
Noelle Lynch - New York, NY
Natalie Lippa - New York, NY

Ron Wapner - New York, NY

Erica Spiegel - New York, NY
Amanda Chan - New York, NY

Elana Levinson - New York, NY
Makena Green - Norfolk, VA

Mara Hernandez - Oakland, CA

Julie Simon - Olympia, WA

Devin Shuman - Olympia, WA
Jennifer Rietzler - Olympia, WA
Chase Beeler - Olympia, WA

Kathryn Singh - Orange, CA

Itzel Mancilla - Murillo - Orange, CA
Molly Lund - Overland Park, KS
Sharmila Ravi - Palo Alto, CA
Chantalle Raimondi - Park Ridge, IL
Brenda Ho - Phoenix, AZ

Rachael Monaghan - Pittsburgh, PA
Sara Ellingwood, MS, CGC - Portland ME
Renee Chard - Portland, ME

Jillian Doyle - Portsmouth, NH
Virginia Norris - Richmond, VA

Tahnee N. Causey - Richmond, VA
Jessa Bidwell, MS CGC - Rochester, MN
Kayla Troe - Rochester, MN

Chloe Gill - Rochester, MN

Kaitlin Sikkink Brown - Rochester, MN
Samantha Wiley - Rochester, MN
Sarah Kroc - Rochester, MN

Amanda Rather - Russellville, AR
Lauren Mills, MS, CGC - San Antonio, TX
Sara Mokhtary - San Antonio, TX

Edye Conway - San Carlos, CA

Jerica Lenberg - San Diego, CA
Brandon Schultz - San Diego, CA

Kate Krempely - San Francisco, CA
Holly Mueller - San Francisco, CA
Megan Horn - South San Francisco, CA
Colleen Caleshu - South San Francisco, CA
Natalie Waligorski - Seattle, WA

Kiana Siefkas - Seattle, WA

Lauren Puryear - Seattle, WA

Lex Powers - Seattle, WA

Claire Wittowski - Seattle, WA

Jamie Love - Nichols - Seattle, WA
Lauren O'Sullivan - Seattle, WA

Abbey Scott - Seattle, WA

Raven Schilberg - Springdale, AR
Rachael Bradshaw - St. Louis, MO
MaryAnn Campion - Stanford, CA
Amy Curry Sturm - Sunnyvale, CA
Moriah Melhado - Tampa, FL

Nevena Krstic - Tampa, FL

Rebecca Hook - Teaneck, NJ

Caitlyn Stringham - Salt Lake City, UT
Rebecca E VanDyke - Winfield, IL



Other Individual Supporters

Dale W Campbell, MS, DABR, DABMP -
Alexandria, VA

Shandon Toenies - Atlanta, GA

Teresa Douglas - Atlanta, GA

Jeffrey Fecteau - Atlanta, GA

Jared Joseph Druss - Atlanta, GA

Cyrus Samai - Atlanta, GA

Alexis Kelley - Atlanta, GA

Vanessa Dias - Barrington, NJ

Amy Weinberg - Boston, MA

Kellan Weston - Brentwood, TN
Sanford C. Sharp MD - Chattanooga, TN
Lisa Durham - Conway, AR

Megan Watson - Conway, AR

Patricia Carol Gifford - Conway, AR
Lauren Reed - Greenville, SC

Alison Ruff, RN - Hattiesville, AR
Dorothy Brady - Hazen, AR

Brendan Lee - Houston, TX

Anas Abdurrahim - Little Rock, AR
Scott Richardson - Little Rock, AR

Sam Makhoul - Little Rock, AR

Ashley Matsushita - Little Rock, AR
Bruce Barshop, MD, PhD - La Jolla, CA
Regena Price - Mobile, AL

Sarah Poliquin - Nashville, TN

Omar Abdul - Rahman - New York, NY
Caitlin Baptiste - New York, NY

Eve Plank, MPH, MSW - New York, NY
Kristen Barbour - San Diego CA

Lynne M Bird - San Diego, CA

Marilyn Jones - San Diego, CA

Kelly Wooldridge - St. Louis, MO
Barrett Steinberg - Somerville, MA



